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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Moondyne: A Story of Convict Life in Australia
Western Australia is a vast and unknown country, almost mysterious in its solitude and unlikeness to any other
part of the earth. It is the greatest of the Australias in extent, and in many features the richest and loveliest. But
the sister colonies of Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland are famous for their treasure of gold. Men
from all lands have flocked thither to gather riches. They care not for the slow labour of the farmer or grazier.
Let the weak and the old, the coward and the dreamer, prune the vine and dry the figs, and wait for the wheat
to ripen. Strong men must go to the trial - must set muscle against muscle, and brain against brain in the mine
and the market. Men s lives are short; and unless they gather gold in the mass, how shall they wipe out the
primal curse of poverty before the hand loses its skill and the heart its strong desire? Western Australia is the
Cinderella of the South. She has no gold like her sisters. To her was given the servile and unhappy portion. The
dregs of British society were poured upon her soil. The robber and the manslayer were sent thither. Her
territory was marked oG with a Red Line. She has no markets for honest men, and no ports for honest ships.
Her laws are not the laws of other countries, but the terrible rules of the menagerie. Her citizens have no rights:
they toil their lives out at heavy tasks, but earn no wages, nor own a vestige of right in the...
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