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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: . picture here drawn is a caricature, and can make no
pretence to be a true picture. Well, for South Lancashire substitute destitute people of over seventy years of age;
substitute for the Distress Relief Bill the Old Age Pensions Bill, and for The West Riding substitute destitute old
people between sixty-five and seventy, and you have an exact and literal account of what took place in the
opening of the proceedings in Committee in the summer of 1908, when the Old Age Pensions Bill was being
piloted through the House --to use the professional phrase consecrated to that futile performance. The supreme
question, the one thing that most mattered to the destitute, was dealt with precisely as a despotic monarchy
would deal with it, but without the moral right and position which lies behind a despotic monarchy; the
procedure of the House had been used simply to cheat the people, and very effectively was that bit of cheating
done. the Tone Oe The House There pervades the House of Commons a certain moral atmosphere
conventionally called the Tone of the House. All corporate bodies, a school, a regiment, a household, present
this phenomenon, and the House of Commons is no exception to the rule. The Tone of the House would of
course be somewhat modified by a renewal of its personnel; it would be greatly modified by even a slight
modification of its rules; it would not be the same were a different...
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