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represent an attempt to exhibit a scientific conception of morality in a popular form, and with a view to
practical applications rather than the discussion of theoretical diDiculties. For this purpose it has been
necessary to study brevity and avoid controversy. Hence, I have made few references to other authors, and I
have almost altogether dispensed with foot-notes. But, though I have attempted to state rather than to defend
my views, I believe that they are, in the main, those which, making exception for a few back eddies in the stream
of modem thought, are winning their way to general acceptance among the more instructed and reflective
men of our day. It is necessary that I should state that this Essay is independent of a much larger work, entitled
the Principles of Morals, on which I was, some years ago, engaged with my predecessor, the late Professor
Wilson. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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